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but Hamud had no intention whatever of becoming
involved in real fighting. His force showed con-
siderable reluctance to start ahead of the fly-boats
at all, and did not in fact set out until some hours
after dawn. We then gave him a fair start and cast
off in pursuit. The banks were very high along
this reach of the river, and it was only by climbing
up to the little platform on the mast which held the
range-finder that one could see anything at all.
As the three boats crawled round the bends we
listened anxiously for the outbreak of hostilities,, and
kept a look out on the right bank, where Hamud
was supposed to be operating. Another friendly
sheikh had undertaken to guard our right flank on
the left bank of the river, which was not the danger-
ous one, as the Sheikh of Daraji was not expected to
risk falling into disfavour again.
Looking over the river-grass, through which I had
peered on my lonely trip some weeks before, I
could see some distant horsemen galloping along
parallel to the river, who were presumably our
right flank guard. Knowing what I did of the un-
certainty of tribal co-operation, I was by no means
confident that a sudden burst of firing might not
break out at any moment from the undergrowth at
a range of a hundred yards* This fear was present
all through the operations, and I could not help
wondering what we should do if it were to happen.
Navigation on the Euphrates is a tricky business,
and if we were attacked where the channel was
narrow, we might have some difficulty in extricating
ourselves, I suppose that we should have lain as
snug as we could behind the bulwarks while the
stern-wheeler landed a force behind us to clear the
bank, but this would have taken some time, and a